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	Introduction
As I start preparing for the Easter holidays, I’m reminded of how Easter egg hunts have to be done early in the morning and as quick as possible to avoid the chocolate melting! If you are celebrating Easter, I wish you and your family and a wonderful time together. This year there are Easter celebrations at both the Hilton and the Crowne Plaza so make sure you find out the details further on in the newsletter.   
Expat Chat is distributed freely and it offers you an opportunity to reach more people more reliably. To contribute to this newsletter, contact Dee at deecyd@omantel.net.om or visit www.salalahexpats.com.
Local Chat
Over the past couple of years, Salalah has seen a number of top class medical centres being opened. Some of the most popular are Liya Medical Centre, Omani Medical Centre in Haffa House and Badr Al Samaa, however, I have noticed a few more just recently. Al Hakeem Medical Centre has opened in New Salalah (opposite Centrepoint) and can be accessed via the service road that runs parallel to Sultan Qaboos Street. The Chinese Medical Centre for Ladies is in Sa’ada at the commercial complex. Fortunately I have not had first hand experience at these new centres, however I would love to hear your experiences.
A new budget airline, FlyDubai, started operating in June 2009 and they currently fly to 12 destinations. Currently there is a flight from Muscat to Dubai twice a day and it is also on the cards that this airline will offer a direct flight from Salalah to Dubai. Keep a look out for more details on these flights. You might just be able to get an excellent deal.
The Dhofar Nomads meet once a week on a Monday evening where they train for the Rugby 7’s Union. Men and women of all ages are welcome to sign up and join the team. Social events are organized throughout the year to raise funds for this Rugby Club which is an excellent way of meeting people with the same interest as yours. For more information about the Dhofar Nomads R.F.C. email dhofarnomadsrfc@yahoo.co.uk
The rich mineral mud and salts collected from the Dead Sea shores has been renowned for many generations for its incredible health benefits for the skin. Rivage Natural Dead Sea Minerals products are available in Salalah opposite Badr Al Samaa Hospital and now also in Al Mashoor Supermarket in Sa’ada. The range includes cosmetics, hair care, skin care including anti-aging and skin whitening creams, mud masks and cleansers. There is also a selection of gift sets to choose from. 

	

 






	Shopping and Businesses

Muscat Insurance Company now operates from a new location - On 23rd July Street behind Salalah Police Station, on the mezzanine floor of a two storey building above Taj Al Bilad Auto Accessories shop near Indian Restaurant.
Muscat Insurance Company is offering special rates to teachers at the Indian School, The Pakistan School and to all Oman Government employees.

The above discount schemes are applicable to Affinity groups including Doctors/Engineers/Managers/ Accountants/Defense Personnel etc. According to the merit of the insured, MIC is ready to offer Motor Safe Policy or Motor Gold policy to the individuals.

For more details please contact Mr. K. U. K. Nair, branch superintendent, Salalah branch on 23293246 / 9499275 / toll free number 800 79 79 79
For those of you who have not received the April events details for the Hilton Salalah Resort, have a look at what you could do this month at the Hilton.
Dutch Queen’s Night is going to be held on April 29th at Al Balid ballroom where DJ Dave and his band will be performing. A scrumptious buffet dinner is included in the price and there are also special room rates available for this night.

Good Friday is on April 2nd this year and to celebrate, the Hilton Salalah Resort is hosting a Friday brunch at Al Maha restaurant on this day between 12pm and 3pm. Enjoy a set menu served at the Palm Grove restaurant on Easter Sunday (April 4th).

Throughout the Easter week (April 1st to 7th), Queen of Sheba boutique at the Hilton are offering up to 40% off all ladies swimwear including labels Melissa Odabash, Maryan Mehlhorn and Aguaclara and 20% off all children’s swimwear.

They are continuing the successful ‘weekend promotions’ so if you are passing through on Thursday or Friday, check out what’s on offer.
New for April are beautiful, unusual silk kobayas and jackets from Rebecca London and a new collection of casual linen wear and fabulous T-shirts from Derhy.

Opening times: Saturday – Wednesday 9am – 1pm & 4pm – 8pm, Thursday 9am – 6pm and Friday 11am – 6pm.
Please note that due to staff holidays operating times on Thursdays and Fridays 1st, 2nd, 7th and 8th may alter. To avoid disappointment please call Shirley on 9288 8591. Private appointments can be made at no obligation. Queen of Sheba is also offering a loyalty discount of 10% for their regular customers.

'Woodlands is celebrating a South Indian Food Festival and they invite you to enjoy these special dishes featured during this festival - Chicken Nilgiri Korma, Mutton Kurg Masala, South Indian Mutton Kari, Malabar Fish Kari. 

Enjoy these all-time favourite dishes at Woodlands Salalah starting 1st April 2010.



	
	Website Updates

Please remember to send in your favourite photos of Oman to be included in the Scrapbook. Also, the Billboard is yours to browse free of charge. You may also place articles here.
Footnote
Thank you to all the companies and individuals who support the goal of www.salalahexpats.com and make this website possible.

Please submit you articles or adverts for the April edition of Expat Chat by Sunday, April 25, 2010.


[image: image10.png]


[image: image11.png]


[image: image12.png]





















   


         “People do not decide to become extraordinary. They decide to accomplish extraordinary things.”


- Edmund Hillary











